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The past year has been a very trying year for all of us, with the world being swept by the effects
of the Coronavirus. For that, I wish to extend a thank you to everybody who has contributed to
the fight against the virus.
The change of the forum to a virtual one has allowed us to invite speakers and delegates from
countries unrestricted by geographical constraints and attendees can now attend these events
from the very comfort of their homes, so it is with great pleasure that I welcome all the
speakers and delegates that have come from all corners of the globe to our 15th Annual St.
Jude-VIVA Forum.
I am also very happy to welcome our speakers from Hong Kong, in particular, Professor Godfrey
Chan and Dr.Anthony Liu who will be giving a fascinating talk on Rare Tumours. Thanks to their
passion and drive, VIVA is now host to the Rare Tumour Board which holds virtual meetings on
a monthly basis so that doctors from all over the world can share information on the rare
tumours they have encountered with a view to improving the cure rates.
I am also pleased to present Dr. Tang Jing Yan, Dr. Shen Shu-Hong and Dr. Cai Jiao Yang from
China who will be giving a very interesting presentation on the 5- Year Result of CCCG-ALL-2015
& Dasatinib VS Imatinib in the treatment of Paediatric Ph+ acute Lymphoblastic Leukaemia.
These preeminent doctors from mainland China lead the biggest study group in the world and
have already enrolled more than 8000 children being treated in more than 20 hospitals in China
and Hong Kong who are suffering from Acute Lymphoblastic Leukaemia. The research done by
this study group has spawned many scientific papers which are already published or are being
published in top medical journals. This study group is proudly supported by VIVA China
Children’s Cancer Foundation, a charity registered in Hong Kong, working with Dr Ching-Hon
Pui of St Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Dr Pui is amongst the most highly cited researcher in Clinical Medicine research, authoring
more than a thousand original articles and chapters while serving as sector editor or editorial
board member for many prestigious journals. His successful enactment of a cost-effective ALL
treatment in China allowed it to become the first childhood disease covered by the new
Chinese Medical Insurance Policy, saving the lives of thousands of children afflicted by this
malady by giving them access to treatment. Special mention must be made of Dr Melissa
Hudson who will speak on issues of childhood cancer survivorship. As more and more children
are being cured due to the good work of everyone leading to great advances in treatment, Dr
Hudson’s contribution is invaluable in leading us towards a holistic approach to recuperation
and health maintenance for the long haul.
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I would also like to thank the Chairman and members of the VIVA External Advisory Board, Dr Ching-Hon Pui,
Dr Anjo Veerman, Dr Edward Holmes, Dr Rupert Handgretinger and Dr Wing Leung for their dedicated and
sterling service.
I would like to extend my appreciation to Dr. Sally Blair, whose efforts in helping the organizing committee for
this forum are monumental and all this would not be possible without her assistance. I also extend my deepest
gratitude to Professor Quah Tuan Chong and other members of the organizing committee in particular Dr Soh
Shui Yen and Dr Amos Loh for their efforts in putting this forum together. I would also like to thank the KK
Women’s and Children’s Hospital for extending their assistance in the organization of this wonderful forum.
I am grateful to Dr. Ching-Hon Pui and Dr. Allen Yeoh of NUHS for seeding this annual forum all those years
ago. This forum brings us closer to realizing our shared dream that all the children in Asia and the whole world,
will have as high a cure rate as St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in ALL (94%) regardless of who they are
and where they come from and that we will also improve the cure rates for other cancers.
I convey my deep appreciation to the presenters for our “World Speaker Series”; this is a series that focuses on
having accomplished doctors speak so that knowledge is shared freely. Thank you Dr. Teresa Santiago, Dr.
Ching-Hon Pui, Dr. David Ziegler and Dr. Stephan Grupp for generously donating your time to speak at our
forum.
I am thrilled that this first virtual forum has, as of now, attracted more than 1200 registrants from all over the
world. I applaud your passion and dedication to save more lives and wish to thank all of you on behalf of the
children with cancer and their families.
I wish you all a happy healthy and fruitful 2021.
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Hello and welcome esteemed guests, attendees, and speakers of the 15th annual St. Jude-Viva
Forum. The forum last year was canceled due to COVID and for the first time, we are doing it
on a webinar platform. The transition of the forum from a physical to a virtual event gives us
the opportunity of inviting people from around the world, unrestrained by geographical
constrains. We would like to thank all the speakers from all corners of the world for giving their
time and energy to support the forum by sharing their knowledge and expertise with us. An
especially warm welcome to all the participants and speakers that are attending this forum for
the first time.
The program’s many topics for the forum is, we believe, a mirror of the belief that to overcome
cancer, we must use a multi-layered strategy to counter and overcome it. We have scheduled a
session on CAR-T therapy by Dr. Stephan Grupp; a nursing symposium that talks about
palliative care and regional collaborations from experts in the Philippines, Singapore and the
United States; a lecture on Childhood Cancer Survivorship headed by Dr. Hudson, director of
the cancer survivorship division and her team from St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital; a
discussion on a rare pediatric cancer by the VIVA Rare Tumour Board; and a presentation by
the China Study group in ALL and many more exciting topics lined up.
With the interest and attendance of not only the medical professionals but also individuals who
are not only motivated by a lifelong passion for learning but also a passion for life, we can look
forward to the day that that we can fulfill the dream of the late St. Jude founder, Danny
Thomas, that "No child shall die in the dawn of life.”
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Finally, we wish to express our heartfelt appreciation to VIVA Foundation for Children with Cancer,
especially Jennifer Yeo, the founder of the VIVA, the various sponsors and supporters, the speakers,
as well as Professor Godfrey Chan, Dr. Allen Yeoh Dr. Soh Shui Yen, Dr. Amos Loh and Dr. Sally Blair
for organizing this Forum together.
And with that we thank you all for listening and hope that you enjoy the program.
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THE VIVA STORY

Once upon a time, a little boy with cancer almost ran out of time, but his doctors
healed him and gave him a new lease of life.

VIVA Foundation for Children with Cancer was established in 2006 in Singapore to
celebrate this gift of life and to ensure more children like him will have the same
opportunities to live.

Cancer is one of the leading causes of death by illness among children in the world
today. The cure rates differ depending on cancer type, and vary from country to
country. VIVA’s ambition is to help raise the cure rate for all types of childhood
cancers, starting with Singapore.

In order to do so, VIVA focuses on life-saving and leading-edge research, medical care,
and education. Together with the institutions and partners we work with, VIVA is
racing against time to develop better treatments, faster cures and to make newer
discoveries. This will change the way childhood cancers are being diagnosed and
treated. It will also ensure more children will stand a higher chance of full recovery,
with minimal after-effects in late life.

Thus far, through the support and generosity of donors and supporters, VIVA has been
able to help set up the VIVA-University Children’s Cancer Centre in the National
University Hospital, the VIVA-CCF Childhood Cancer Hub in Novena Specialist Centre
and the VIVA-NUS Centre for Translational Research in Acute Leukaemia. VIVA
Foundation has also embarked on a VIVA-KKH Paediatric Brain and Solid Tumours
Programme with KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital. Besides putting together the St.
Jude-VIVA Forum each year to facilitate the exchange of knowledge, VIVA also
supports various scientists, doctors and nurses in their research, training, and
development. More elaboration on VIVA’s initiatives and impact made can be found on
our website at www.viva.sg/initiatives-and-impact.
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VIVA supports and raises funds towards all these initiatives, so that children with cancer today
will receive the best of medical care, facilities, and attention, while children of tomorrow will
benefit from the research and exchange being done today.

Inspired by Danny Thomas, the Founder of St Jude Children’s Research Hospital, VIVA strongly
believes that “no child should die in the dawn of their lives”.

VIVA stands behind all the scientists, doctors, nurses, students, and care-givers who have
passionately made it their mission to do what they can to care and cure children with cancer.
We applaud our little heroes for braving the trying journey of cancer, while selflessly paving the
way for the future.

The word “VIVA” is an acclamation for “long live!” We cannot change history but together, we
can change the future of children with cancer.
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ST. JUDE CHILDREN’S RESEARCH HOSPITAL
The St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is the largest and only U. S. National Cancer
Institute- designated comprehensive childhood cancer centre in the United States. The first
successful cure for childhood ALL came from St. Jude and currently their cure rate for ALL
is approximately 90%. St. Jude is a charity hospital, and one of its missions is to help
improve the cure for childhood cancer worldwide through its Global Program. Together
with the VIVA Foundation, St. Jude hopes to develop Singapore not only as a world-class
centre for the treatment of childhood cancers and the training of paediatric oncologists in
Asia and beyond, but also as a coordinating centre for research in childhood cancer in Asia.
This Forum is the twelfth of such efforts to bring the Asian groups to hub together under
one roof.

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY HEALTH SYSTEM (NUHS)
Recognising the importance of research, education and quality medical care in furthering
the standards of medicine, the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education has embarked
on a new paradigm of medicine in Singapore with the establishment of the National
University Health System (NUHS). NUHS combines the National University Hospital (NUH),
the Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine and Faculty of Dentistry from the National University
of Singapore (NUS) under the same governance and mission to improve standards of
medicine through the triple missions of research, education and medical care. This is
reflected in the NUHS logo of 3 nearly concentric circles representing each of these highly
integrated missions. This novel model will enable NUHS to pursue excellence in medicine
through highly integrated translational, clinical research and training and education.
NUHS is closely plugged into its parent bodies, namely NUS and National Healthcare
Group. It will function as a medical cluster akin to the human body where organs work
seamlessly as a system. Spearheading this will be the two National Specialty Centres in
Cardiovascular and Cancer medicine.
Housed in NUH, the VIVA-University Children’s Cancer Centre (VUC3) has expanded in
2013 to two sites – an in-patient unit housed in Ward 8B, Kent Ridge Wing in the National
University Hospital and an out-patient unit located on Level 9 in the NUH Medical Centre
consisting of consultation rooms and teaching and day therapy facilities. The day therapy
section has 10 day therapy beds, two beds for HSCT patients and one isolation bed.
This facility is the seat of the St. Jude-VIVA International Outreach Program and the VIVA
Foundation’s Centre of Excellence for the treatment of childhood cancers. Funded by the
Singapore Totalisator Board and VIVA Foundation, it is the centre for research, training
and treatment of children with cancer for VIVA Foundation.
It provides training for doctors, nurses, technologists, administrators, care-givers and
other personnel from both Singapore and the region, in the care, treatment and follow-up
of children with cancer and childhood cancer survivors. It aims to be a centre for clinical
research in paediatric oncology and paediatric stem cell transplantation. Its vision is to
bring paediatric cancer treatment to the highest level in Asia.
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KK WOMEN’S AND CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital (KKH) is the only integrated women’s and children’s
hospital in Singapore, and offers a full range of tertiary services in obstetrics,
gynaecology, neonatology and paediatrics. KKH is also a teaching hospital affiliated with
the National University of Singapore (NUS) Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, the DukeNUS Graduate Medical School and the Nanyang Technological University Lee Kong Chian
School of Medicine.
Through SingHealth’s strategic partnership in Academic Medicine with the Duke-NUS
Graduate Medical School, the Obstetrics & Gynaecology Academic Clinical Programme
(OBGYN ACP) and the Paediatrics Academic Clinical Programme (Paeds ACP) were
pioneered by KKH in 2011 to play a significant role in shaping the future of clinical care in
Singapore for women and children through its focus on research, training, and
education.
The KKH Children Cancer Centre consists of a 27-bedded inpatient ward which includes
12 positive pressure single-bed isolation rooms, and a 12-bedded Day Therapy Centre.
The centre provides comprehensive therapy for haematological and solid malignancies,
handling around 120 new oncology patients each year. Since 1998, it has conducted
more than 170 hematopoietic stem cell transplants. In 2002, KKH performed the first
successful cord blood transplant.
To advance the care for childhood brain and solid tumours, KK Women’s and Children’s
Hospital (KKH), Viva Foundation for Children with Cancer (VIVA), and world-renown St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, USA (St. Jude), have agreed to establish the VIVA-KKH
Paediatric Brain and solid Tumour Programme. Spearheaded by KKH, this clinical and
research programme, which resides within the Paeds ACP, will be a phased three-year
pilot project and will leverage on KKH’s strengths and networks in treating paediatric
brain and solid tumours. St. Jude will lend its knowledge and expertise, while VIVA is
helping to raise funds to make the programme possible.
A total of $12.95 million has been pledged, with $4.75 million from KKH and $8.2 million
from VIVA.
The Programme will focus on three key areas:
1) Improving clinical care for childhood brain and solid cancers – the creation of a team
of dedicated solid tumour and cancer case managers coordinating multidisciplinary care
and research.
2) Bench to bedside translational clinical research for childhood brain and solid cancers –
the establishment of a molecular pathology programme centred at KKH to undergird
existing translational research efforts.
3) Prevention, control and population-based science – strengthening the manpower for
the Singapore Childhood Cancer Registry by appointing dedicated data managers for
brain and solid tumours, and supportive care.
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St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital (Memphis, Tennessee, USA) and Singapore-based charity VIVA Foundation for Children with Cancer have been in partnership since 2006 to improve the
cure of children with cancer in Asia through research, medical care, and education.

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is a world leader in advancing the treatment and prevention
of catastrophic diseases in children. Set up in 1962, today it is internationally recognised for its
pioneering work in finding cures and saving children with paediatric cancer and other lifethreatening diseases. The mission of St. Jude’s Global Program is to improve the survival rate of
children with cancer and other catastrophic diseases worldwide, through the sharing of
knowledge, technology, and organisational skills developed over the last 5 decades.

The St. Jude-VIVA Forum in Paediatric Oncology (SJVF) is one of the combined efforts between St.
Jude and VIVA Foundation on the education front. The SJVF provides paediatric oncologists in
Asia the opportunity to learn and network with each other and to foster collaborations.

Now into its 12th year, the SJVF is increasingly being acknowledged as the leading paediatric
oncology conference in the region. The annual attendance continues to grow and diversify, as
do the opportunities to learn and collaborate at a local, regional, and international level. Each
year, the support from St. Jude and the various leading children’s hospitals across the world
contribute significantly to the strength of the SJVF’s scientific programme.

As more scientists, doctors and nurses from all over the world come together to share and grow
their knowledge in the field of paediatric oncology, more children with cancer, regardless of
geography, will receive better medical care and stand a higher chance of cure and survival. To
achieve the aims of improved collaboration in Asia, 4 borderless collaborative groups have arose
out of the SJVF platform: the VIVA-Asia Working Group focusing on leukaemias, VIVA-Asia BMT
Group on stem cell transplantation, the VIVA- Asia BST Group on brain and solid tumours, and
VIVA-Asia Pre-Forum on issues facing developing Asian nations

9

WELCOME MESSAGE
Chairman, VIVA Foundation for Children with Cancerc

MAIN ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Chairman:

DR CHING-HON PUI
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, USA

Co-Chairman:

DR THUAN CHONG QUAH
National University Health System, SIN

Scientific Chairman:

DR ALLEN EJ YEOH
National University Health System, SIN

Co-Scientific Chairman:

DR AMOS LOH HONG PHENG
KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital, SIN

Members:

DR ANJO VEERMAN
Vrjie Universiteit, Amsterdam. NLD
DR ANA PATRICIA ALCASABAS
Philippine General Hospital, Manila, PHIL
DR RAJAT BHATTACHARYYA
DR JOYCE LAM CHING MEI
DR SHUI YEN SOH
KK Women's and Children's Hospital, SIN
DR SALLY BLAIR
DR KRISTA LEA FRANCISCO
DR MIRIAM KIMPO
DR POH LIN TAN
DR MARIFLOR S VILLEGAS
National University Health System, SIN
DR MAE CONCEPCION J. DOLENDO
Southern Philippines Medical Center, Davao, PHIL
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MAIN ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Planning & Administrations:

MS IRIS ONG
MS JESSICA LIM
KK Women's and Children's Hospital, SIN
MS CINDY CHEN
National University of Singapore, SIN
MR CLARENCE YEO
MS SHERENE CHEN
VIVA Foundation for Children with Cancer, SIN
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MAIN SPONSORS

Novartis is reimagining medicine to improve and extend people’s lives. As a leading
global medicines company, we use innovative science and digital technologies to create
transformative treatments in areas of great medical need. In our quest to find new
medicines, we consistently rank among the world’s top companies investing in research
and development. Novartis products reach nearly 800 million people globally and we are
finding innovative ways to expand access to our latest treatments. About 110,000
people of more than 140 nationalities work at Novartis around the world. Find out more
at https://www.novartis.com

Amgen is committed to unlocking the potential of biology for patients suffering from
serious illnesses by discovering, developing, manufacturing and delivering innovative
human therapeutics. This approach begins by using tools like advanced human genetics
to unravel the complexities of disease and understand the fundamentals of human
biology.
Amgen focuses on areas of high unmet medical need and leverages its expertise to strive
for solutions that improve health outcomes and dramatically improve people's lives. A
biotechnology pioneer since 1980, Amgen has grown to be one of the world's leading
independent biotechnology companies, has reached millions of patients around the
world and is developing a pipeline of medicines with breakaway potential.
For more information, visit www.amgen.com and follow us on www.twitter.com/amgen.
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We would like to acknowledge and thank the following sponsors and supporters for their generosity:
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David Ziegler
A/Prof David Ziegler is a senior Staff Specialist in the Kids Cancer Centre at Sydney
Children’s Hospital and has expertise in neuro-oncology and early phase clinical trials.
A/Prof Ziegler completed his clinical training in paediatric haematology and oncology at
Sydney Children’s Hospital. From 2005-2007 he was a Fulbright Scholar at the Dana
Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical School and Children’s Hospital Boston. His
research focused on the preclinical and clinical development of novel therapies for
paediatric brain tumours. A/Prof Ziegler has established an Australian translational
research program to develop novel therapies for children with cancer, and has led
several national and international early phase clinical trials. He is a conjoint Associate
Professor at the University of New South Wales and a Group Leader at the Children’s
Cancer Institute (CCI), where his preclinical research focuses on novel therapies for
childhood brain tumours. He is deputy director of the Kids Cancer Alliance – a
translational research program supported by the Cancer Institute NSW. He leads the
national precision medicine trial through the Zero Childhood Cancer Program for
children with high risk malignancies.

Kenneth Chang
Dr. Kenneth Chang is senior consultant paediatric pathologist and Head of Department,
Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at KK Women’s and Children’s
Hospital in Singapore. He is Adjunct Associate Professor at Duke-NUS Medical School,
and Academic Vice-Chair for Clinical Service Innovation in the SingHealth Duke-NUS
Pathology Academic Clinical Programme. He is Principal Investigator and Steering
Committee member in the VIVA-KKH Paediatric Brain and Solid Tumours Programme. He
is also Director of the SingHealth Tissue Repository and Advanced Molecular Pathology
Laboratory, which are core research platforms in the SingHealth Academic Medical
Centre. Since 2011, he has been Visiting Consultant at the Division of Forensic Medicine,
Applied Sciences Group, Health Sciences Authority.
Dr. Chang trained in paediatric pathology at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto,
Canada and University of Toronto, completing a 2-year clinical fellowship from 2007 to
2009. More recently in the summer of 2015, he was a visiting fellow at the University of
British Columbia and BC Cancer Agency. Currently, he is a Council Member in the
International Paediatric Pathology Association and plays a role in outreach to paediatric
pathologists in the Asia-Pacific region.
His research interests derive from his clinical responsibilities, and include molecular
diagnostics in relation to paediatric cancers, paediatric sarcomas with a focus on BCORmutated sarcomas, and placental pathology. He has published more than 95 scientific
articles and 5 book chapters.
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Teresa Santiago
Teresa Santiago is an Assistant Member in Pathology Department at St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, in Memphis, TN, USA. After she graduated from the
University of Pernambuco Medical school in the northeast of Brazil, she trained in
Anatomic Pathology at the University of Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil. Subsequently, she
moved to the United States and worked as a postdoc fellow at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham in the Department of Microbiology and Immunology where
she worked for four years on Fc receptors in the laboratory of Dr. Peter Burrows.
Encouraged to return to Clinical Pathology practices, Dr. Santiago re-trained in
Anatomic Pathology and Clinical Pathology at the University of Tennessee in
Memphis, which was followed by a Pediatric Pathology Fellowship at the same
institution. She stayed in Memphis and joined St Jude Faulty in 2014. Dr. Santiago
has a keen interest in pediatric solid tumors, education, and laboratory quality
improvement in developing countries.

Allen Yeoh
A/Prof Allen Yeoh is the Head, Senior Consultant and Associate Professor VivaUniversity Children’s Cancer Centre, NUH and Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, NUS.
He was trained in NUS and NUH and was in the St Jude Children’s Research Hospital
as a Clinical Fellow from 1999 to 2001.
A/Prof Allen Yeoh’s interest is in childhood leukaemia. He is currently the principal
investigator of the multi-centre Malaysia-Singapore ALL trials competitively funded
by NMRC Singapore. Currently these trials have been highly successful with > 80%
and >60% projected cure. He is the first Singapore doctor to receive the American
Society of Hematology Merit Award for his pioneering work in gene expression
profiling in leukaemia. This work was one of the highest cited articles in this field for
2003. He works on minimal residual disease (MRD) markers and pharmacogenetics
of thiopurines in childhood ALL.
A/Prof Yeoh is also the recipient of numerous National and International Awards
including Singapore Youth Award 2002, Asian Innovation Award (Gold) 2003, NMRC
Senior Clinician Scientist Award 2008/2013/2018, NUHS Mochtar Riady Pinnacle
Award 2013 and National Medical Excellence Award 2014.
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Ching-Hon Pui
Dr. Pui and his team pioneered treatment therapy to achieve a cure rate over 90% in
childhood acutenlymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) without the use of prophylactic
cranial irradiation, and extended this outstanding result to all racial, ethnic and
socioeconomic groups. Because of his passion to improve treatment outcome of
children with ALL world-wide, he co-founded an International Ponte di Legno
Childhood ALL Research Consortium in 1995; has helped organizing an annual
teaching conference in Singapore for clinicians in Asia since 2006; has worked with
colleagues in Shanghai Children’s Medical Center and Beijing Children’s Hospital to
save underprivileged patients since 2005, a work influenzing the subsequent
development of a New Chinese Health Insurance Policy in 2010, starting with
childhood ALL; and has assisted the development of the first China National
Childhood ALL Study Group in 2014. He regularly publishes in the top tier journals
and is one of the most highly cited investigators in Clinical Medicine. He has received
many awards, including membership to Academia Sinica Taiwan and Chinese
Academy of Engineering.

Stephan Grupp
Stephan Grupp, MD PhD, is the Chief of the Cellular Therapy and Transplant Section,
Director of the Cancer Immunotherapy Program, and Medical Director of The Cell
and Gene Therapy Lab at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP), as well as
the Yetta Dietch Novotny Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Pennsylvania
Perelman School of Medicine. Dr. Grupp graduated from the University of Cincinnati
after completing the MD/PhD program with a PhD in Immunology.
He completed pediatric residency at the Boston Children’s Hospital, followed by a
fellowship in Pediatric Hematology/Oncology at the Dana Farber Cancer Institute and
postdoctoral work in Immunology at Harvard University. He then joined the faculty
at Harvard University until 1996, when he came to CHOP. His primary area of clinical
research is the use of CAR T and other engineered cell therapies in relapsed pediatric
cancers. He led all of the pediatric ALL trials of CTL019 (now approved as Kymriah),
including the largest and most successful engineered T cell therapy clinical trial
conducted to date (1, 2), as well as the global registration trial for CTL019 (3). As a
result of this work, he presented the Clinical Perspective at the July 2018 FDA ODAC
meeting, at which reviewers voted 10-0 for recommendation of approval for Kymriah
in pediatric ALL. His primary laboratory interest is the development of new cell
therapy treatments for pediatric cancers. Dr. Grupp was elected to the National
Academy of Medicine in 2019. Dr. Grupp is a reviewer for several journals and the
author of over 200 peer-reviewed journal articles, as well as numerous abstracts and
book chapters.
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Hany Ariffin
Professor Hany Ariffin is Professor of Paediatrics and Head of the Division of
Paediatric Haematology-Oncology and Bone Marrow Transplantation at the
University of Malaya Medical Centre (UMMC). She also heads the Biobank Unit in the
Faculty of Medicine, UM. Her main research interest is childhood leukaemia and she
has been the Malaysian lead for the Malaysia-Singapore (MASPORE) Leukaemia
Study Group since 2003.
Her other research areas include childhood cancer survivorship, stem cell
transplantation and inherited cancers, particularly related to mutations in the
tumour suppressor gene, TP53. In 2015, she won the Anugerah Akademik Negara
award and in 2018 received the Distinguished Researcher Award from University
Malaya. Professor Hany is a member of the paediatric oncology accreditation
committee for the National Specialist Register, co-chair of the Viva-Asia Bone
Marrow Transplantation Consortium and a past president of the Malaysian Society of
Paediatric Haematology-Oncology. Together with colleagues in the local fraternity,
Professor Hany works to improve the outcome of children with cancer in Malaysia
whilst ensuring equitable treatment for all irrespective of socio-economic standing.

Rupert Handgretinger
Rupert Handgretinger, M.D., is Professor of Paediatrics and since 2005 the chairman
of the Department of General Paediatrics and Hematology/Oncology at the
Children’s University. In 2010, he was also appointed as the medical director of the
Children’s University Hospital. He received his medical degree from the EberhardKarls-University in Tübingen, where he completed his training in Paediatrics and
Hematology/Oncology. From 2000–2005, he was the director of the Division of Stem
Cell Transplantation at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, USA, where
he served as a full faculty member and Professor of Pediatrics at the University of
Tennessee, Memphis. Prof. Handgretinger’s main research interests have been
cellular immunotherapeutic approaches to the treatment of children with various
forms of cancer in the context of allogeneic stem cell transplantation. He contributed
to the establishment of graft engineering techniques to introduce new concepts in
haploidentical transplantation and to the elucidation of mechanisms of graftmediated anti-tumour effects. The haploidentical transplant program at the
Children’s University Hospital in Tübingen is one of the largest paediatric programs
dedicated to the further improvement of haploidentical transplantation.
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Godfrey Chan
Prof. Chan graduated from Dentistry (DMD, Cum Laude & Valedictorian 1981) and
Medicine (MD, 1985) respectively from University of the East, Philippines and is
currently both a registered dentist and medical doctor in Hong Kong. He joined the
Department of Pediatrics of the University of Hong Kong in 1989. Then he pursued
further training at the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, USA as a fellow from
1993 to 1996. He then obtained Dip of Palliative Medicine (1997) from University of
Wales and MSc from University of Birmingham (1999). He joined the Faculty of
Medicine, University of Hong Kong as Clinical Associate Professor in 1999, and was
appointed as the Assistant Dean (External Affair) of the LKS Faculty of Medicine from
2004 to 2013. He was promoted to Clinical Professor in 2009. Since 2012, he has
been the Head & Chief of Service of the Department of Paediatrics & Adolescent
Medicine, Queen Mary Hospital & HKU-Shenzhen Hospital, The University of Hong
Kong. He was awarded Tsao Yen-Chow Endowed Professorship of Pediatrics &
Adolescent Medicine in 2013. He is currently the Director of the Molecular
Laboratory for Traditional Chinese Medicine, HKU. He has recently been appointed
as the Chief of Service and Service Head of Pediatric Oncology for The Hong Kong
Children’s Hospital since Oct 2018. He supervised >50 MSc & PhD students and
published >300 full articles, 10 book chapters and 1 book. He serves as editor for 12
journals and is the immediate past Chief Editor of Hong Kong Journal of Paediatrics.
He received multiple prestigious research grants with a total amount over
US$ 6millions. He owned 5 patents including 3 on collagen microsphere device for
the delivery of human mesenchymal stem cells. He has multiple International
Awards (ANR, SIOP, ASPR, Endeavor Executive Award-Australian Government,
Outstanding Pediatrician of APPA) for his clinical and laboratory research works on
childhood neurogenic tumors and stem cells biology. His research interest includes
the immunological aspects of stem cells, cancers and thalassemia. He is the
Immediate Past Chairman of St Jude-VIVA-Asia Pediatric BMT Consortium, Regional
Chairman (Asia, Australia & Africa) of Advance in Neuroblastoma Research, Secretary
of the Asian Pediatric Hematology Oncology Group, and was the President of Hong
Kong Pediatric Society.
Alan Chiang
Dr. Alan Chiang graduated in Medicine from University of Manchester, United
Kingdom in 1989. He was trained as a paediatrician and completed his PhD study in
lymphoma biology in 1998 at The University of Hong Kong. He is currently a clinical
associate professor at Department of Paediatrics and Adolescent Medicine of The
University of Hong Kong. He coordinates the treatment protocols for childhood nonHodgkin lymphomas (NHL) in Hong Kong and participates in international inter-group
clinical studies for childhood NHL. He has a long term research interest in the biology
of Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) and its associated diseases. His laboratory focuses on
biological and translational research in EBV-related lymphoproliferative disorders
and epithelial cancers.
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Eiso Hiyama
Surgeon (Ph.D.-medicine) , Professor of Hiroshima University
Head of the Biomedical Science
Division, Natural Science for Basic Research and Development, Chief of Pediatric
Surgery, Hiroshima University Hospital, Hiroshima University
Executive Board member, Japanese Society of Pediatric Hematology and Oncology
Chair, Chair of Liver tumor committee &amp
Co-Chair of Germ Cell Tumor committee, Japan Children’s Cancer Group (JCCG).
Executive Board Member, Japan Society of Clinical Oncology
Japanese Cancer Association
Japanese Society of Regenerative Medicine
Japanese Society of Surgery
American Association of Cancer Research
American Society of Clinical Oncology
An International Member, Children’s Oncology Group
International Advisory Board Member, ChiLTERN project

Yukichi Tanaka
MD, PhD Pathologist
Director, Clinical Research Institute, Kanagawa Children’s Medical
Center, Yokohama, Japan

Osamu Miyazaki
Radiology Chief
Department of Radiology
National Center for Child Health and Development
Tokyo, Japan
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Kevin Fung
MBBS, FRCR (UK), FHKCR, FHKAM (Radiology)
Associate Consultant in the Department of Radiology
Lead of Interventional Radiology team
Hong Kong Children's Hospital

Dr. Albert Chan
MBBS(Lond), MS, FRCSEd, FCSHK, FHKAM(Surgery)
Clinical Associate Professor
Division of Liver Transplantation, Department of Surgery, The
University of Hong Kong

Patrick Chung
Clinical Assistant Professor in the Division of Paediatric Surgery, HKU
Vice president of the Hong Kong Society of Paediatric
Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition
Treasurer of the Asian Surgical Association

Xiao Jun Yuan
Head, Department of Paediatric Haematology/Oncology
Xinhua Hospital Affiliated to Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of
Medicine, Shanghai, China
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Shen Shu Hong
Shuhong Shen, PhD/MD, Professor of Shanghai JiaoTong University, School of
Medicine, Chief MD of Hematology/Oncology Department of Shanghai
Children’s Medical Center.
Graduated from Wenzhou medical college in 1987, received master degree in
1993 at Suzhou Medical college and Ph D of genetics in 2006 at Shanghai
JiaoTong University, School Medicine. Trained in St. Jude Research Hospital in
2007 and in Cincinnati Children’s Hospital in 2010 as a visit scholar. Appointed
as vice chief of Hematology/Oncology Department of Shanghai Children’s
Medical Center since 2008 and vice chairman of translational pediatrics
institute of Shanghai JiaoTong University, School of Medicine since 2012.
Appointed as general secretary of national expert commission of children’s
leukemia since 2018. Chairing the Scientific Committee of CCCG-ALL since
2019.

Wing Leung
Professor Wing Leung, MBBS PhD, is a Senior Consultant in Hematology and
Oncology at KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital and a Professor at Duke-NUS
Medical School in Singapore. He is the Chair of the TCL-CCF Professorship and the
Director of Pediatric Bone Marrow Transplant and Cellular Therapy Center.
Previously, he was the Chair of the Department of Bone Marrow Transplantation and
Cellular Therapy at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and Vice President of
Clinical Development at Miltenyi Biotec. Prof. Leung obtained his medical degree
from the University of Hong Kong and a Ph.D. from the Johns Hopkins University. He
is a diplomate certified in general pediatrics and in pediatric hematology-oncology by
the American Board of Pediatrics. Prof. Leung has a major research interest in the
biology of human natural killer cells and memory T cells, specifically the clinical
applications in hematopoietic stem cell transplantation and cellular therapy. His
research received continuous funding from the National Institutes of Health. He is an
elected Member of the American Society for Clinical Investigation.

21

WELCOME MESSAGE
Chairman, VIVA Foundation for Children with Cancerc

SJVF 2021 FACULTY

Anthony Liu
MBBS, MMedSc, FHKAM (Paed)
Clinical Assistant Professor
Department of Paediatrics & Adolescent Medicine
Hong Kong Children’s Hospital
LKS Faculty of Medicine, The University of Hong Kong

Cai Jiao Yang
Dr. Cai received her MD and Ph.D. degrees in Shanghai Children’s Medical Center
(SCMC), Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of Medicine. She is an attending
Physician at SCMC/National Children’s Medical Center – Shanghai (NCMCS), with
expertise in pediatric oncology. She set up the first long-term follow-up clinic for
pediatric Hematology/Oncology patients in China in 2018, focusing on health status
and quality of life after childhood cancer.
In addition to being a physician, she is also the Director of Big Data and Analytics
Office at SCMC/NCMCS; this office currently hosts and maintains China’s Childhood
Leukemia Registry, an assignment directly from China’s National Health Committee.
Dr. Cai participated in the Biostatistics training program at St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital in 2015 and 2018. In the first rigorously designed multi-center
randomization clinical study of childhood acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) in
China, CCCG-ALL-2015 clinical trial, Dr. Cai is responsible for the study database, data
quality assurance, and statistical analyses. A paper reporting one of the two primary
study objectives of this trial published in JAMA-Oncology in 2020.
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Tang Jing Yan
Jing Yan Tang got her PhD and MD in School of Medicine JiaoTong University. She
started her Pediatric Hematology/Oncology clinic practice and researching in 1992.
And was appointed as Professor of pediatrics in 2001. She worked as Chairman of
Hematology/Oncology Dept, SCMC, School of Medicine, Shanghai JiaoTang
University between 2004-2014. Also she was the chairman of Chinese Children
Cancer Group between 2012~2015 and vice chairman in 2004-2012. And then she is
appointed as Chief of Key Laboratory of Pediatric Hematology & Oncology ,Ministry
of Health since 2013. She with her term, supported by Dr.Pui from St.Jude research
hospital and VIVA(HongKong) Children’s cancer foundation, organizes the biggest
ALL co-operative group, CCCG-2015-ALL protocol which initiated in 2015.

Kari Bjonard
Dr. Kari Bjornard completed her undergraduate degree at Trinity College in Hartford,
CT. She subsequently moved back to her home state of Minnesota, to work as a
research assistant in the pediatric hematology/oncology department at the
Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota, prior to heading back out east to New
York Medical College where she received both an MD and an MPH. During her time
in medical school, she took an additional year to complete a year-long fellowship in
applied epidemiology at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta,
GA.
After returning to New York to complete her medical training, she matched at the
Johns Hopkins Children’s Center in Baltimore, MD where she completed her
residency in general pediatrics. She completed her fellowship in pediatric
hematology/oncology at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in 2018, and stayed on
as the chief fellow prior to joining the faculty. During her fellowship she completed
research with the Division of Survivorship, investigating reproductive and sexual
health outcomes in childhood cancer survivors. She is now an assistant member in
the Department of Oncology where she treats active patients in the Division of Solid
Tumor, and is the co-director of the St. Jude Fertility Clinic as well as the Associate
Program Director for the pediatric hematology/oncology fellowship program. She is
passionate about informing patients and their families about reproductive risks of
their therapy, and fertility preservation and family building options, across the care
continuum.
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Daniel Mulrooney
Dr. Daniel Mulrooney is an Associate Member in the Division of Cancer Survivorship
at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Dr. Mulrooney received his medical degree
from Loyola University Chicago, Stritch School of Medicine and completed training in
pediatrics, internal medicine, and pediatric hematology/oncology/blood and marrow
transplantation at the University of Minnesota. Prior to joining St. Jude, he was on
the faculty at the University of Minnesota Medical School.
Dr. Mulrooney’s clinical interests include the care of children with solid tumors and
adolescent and young adult oncology. His research focus is on the long-term effects
of childhood cancer therapy, particularly cardiovascular outcomes, and the transition
of care from pediatric to adult medicine.

Matthew Ehrhardt
Dr. Matthew Ehrhardt is an Assistant Member in the Division of Cancer Survivorship
at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Dr. Ehrhardt received his medical degree
from the University of Illinois College of Medicine at Peoria and completed training in
pediatrics, internal medicine, and pediatric hematology/oncology/blood and marrow
transplantation at the Medical College of Wisconsin. He completed an additional
year of training in childhood cancer survivorship at St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, where he currently specializes in the care of children newly diagnosed with
Hodgkin and non-Hodgkin lymphomas and long-term childhood cancer survivors.
Dr. Ehrhardt’s clinical research is focused on the long-term effects of childhood
cancer treatment and surveillance guideline development, dissemination, and
utilization. He is currently Co-Chair of the Cardiac Task Force and Member of the
Expert Panel for the Children’s Oncology Group Long-Term Follow-Up Guidelines for
Survivors of Childhood, Adolescent, and Young Adult Cancers.
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Melissa Hudson
Melissa M. Hudson, MD is currently a Member and Director of the Cancer
Survivorship Division in the Department of Oncology at St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital where she holds the Charles E. Williams Endowed Chair of Oncology-Cancer
Survivorship. She directs the After Completion of Therapy Program, which now
monitors over 5000 long-term childhood cancer survivors treated on St. Jude trials.
Dr. Hudson serves as Co-Chair of the Children’s Oncology Group Long-Term FollowUp Guidelines for Survivors of Childhood, Adolescent and Young Adult Cancer and
Co-Chair of the International Late Effects of Childhood Cancer Guideline
Harmonization Group. She is also the Chair of the Childhood Cancer Survivor Study
Education Committee. She works collaboratively with multidisciplinary investigators
at St. Jude and within COG, IGHG and the CCSS in research initiatives evaluating
biomedical and psychosocial outcomes among childhood cancer survivors and
translating data from health outcomes research into evidence-informed clinical
practice guidelines and interventions to improve the quality and duration of survival
after childhood cancer. She has published widely on her research initiatives in
pediatric Hodgkin lymphoma, late treatment sequelae after childhood cancer, and
health education of childhood cancer survivors.

Wassim Chemaitilly
Dr. Wassim Chemaitilly is a pediatric endocrinologist with established interest in the
long term adverse effects of cancer and brain tumor treatments on the endocrine
system. He obtained his Medical Doctorate degree and Pediatric Medicine diploma
at the Université René Descartes – Hôpital Necker Enfants Malades in Paris, France.
He did his General Pediatrics Residency at North Shore- Long Island Jewish Medical
Center in Long Island and Pediatric Endocrinology Fellowship at New York
Presbyterian Hospital – Weill Cornell Medical College in New York, NY. Dr.
Chemaitilly currently serves as the director of the Division of Endocrinology at St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee and has a joint faculty
appointment with the institution’s Department of Epidemiology and Cancer Control
where he conducts most of his clinical research. He has contributed to more than
100 peer reviewed articles and book chapters pertaining to various topics in
pediatrics and pediatric endocrinology, with a focus on the endocrine late effects of
childhood cancer.
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Amos Loh
Dr Loh is a Senior Consultant at the Department of Paediatric Surgery, KK Women’s
and Children’s Hospital, and Assistant Professor at the Duke NUS Medical School. He
is also Deputy Research Director, KKH and Chairman of the VIVA-KKH Paediatric Brain
and Solid Tumour Programme.
Dr Loh obtained his medical degree from the National University of Singapore in
2002. He trained subsequently in general and paediatric surgery, and was awarded
the Academy of Medicine Singapore College of Surgeons Gold Medal in paediatric
surgery. He pursued a paediatric surgical oncology fellowship and a research
fellowship at St Jude Children’s Research Hospital, for which he was awarded a
National Medical Research Council research training award.
In his current role as Senior Consultant with the Department of Paediatric Surgery at
KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital, he marries his clinical practice in pediatric
surgical oncology with an academic research focus in pediatric solid tumors. His
current areas of research interest include the discovery of biomarkers for
prognostication and therapeutic stratification of paediatric solid tumours, and the
development of models of paediatric solid tumors for the conduct of preclinical trials
of novel treatment strategies.

Marielle V Fortier
Marielle Valerie Fortier wears many hats. Besides her role as principal investigator at
SICS, she’s also a clinical associate professor with Duke-NUS Medical School, as well
as a senior consultant and the Head of MRI and Paediatric Ultrasound, Department
of Diagnostic and Interventional Imaging at KK Women's and Children's Hospital.
She’s involved in research work for the GUSTO and S-PRESTO cohort studies, which
involve imaging to assess neurocognitive development and to determine early
markers for metabolic disease such as diabetes mellitus. In addition, she has an
interest in advanced CT and MRI techniques that contribute to management of
children with vascular disorders and congenital heart disease.
Fortier obtained her Doctor of Medicine from the University of Saskatchewan in
Canada and was subsequently board certified as a diagnostic radiologist in the U.S.
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Soh Shui Yen
Dr Shui-Yen Soh is the Head and Senior Consultant from the Paediatric
Haematology/Oncology Service of KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital (KKH) in
Singapore.
Dr Soh graduated from the Faculty of Medicine, National University of Singapore
(NUS). She received her Paediatric Medicine training in Singapore and also
completed 1 year of Paediatric Oncology clinical fellowship at the Hospital of Sick
Children in Toronto, Canada. Her academic interests are in paediatric brain and solid
tumours, as well as in cellular and immunotherapies in cancer.
She is currently the Chair of the Paediatric Oncology Group Singapore and a steering
committee member of the VIVA-KKH Paediatric Brain and Solid Tumour Programme.
She also holds teaching appointments with the NUS Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine,
the Duke-NUS Graduate School of Medicine, the National Technological University
(NTU) – Lee Kong Chian (LKC) School of Medicine and the SingHealth Paediatrics
Residency Programme.

Juan Putra
Dr. Juan Putra is a board-certified anatomic and clinical pathologist and boardcertified pediatric pathologist (American Board of Pathology). Dr. Putra received his
M.D. from University of Indonesia in 2009. He completed a residency in
anatomic/clinical pathology at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in 2016
followed by fellowship training in liver/gastrointestinal pathology and pediatric
pathology at Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, New York (2017) and Boston
Children’s Hospital/Harvard Medical School (2018), respectively. He is currently a
pediatric pathologist with academic interest in liver and gastrointestinal pathology at
the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto, Canada. He has won multiple awards in
both fields from American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases, Society for
Pediatric Pathology, and Hans Popper Hepatopathology Society. Dr. Putra has coauthored multiple publications in reputable academic journals such as
Gastroenterology, Proceedings of the National Academy Sciences, Liver
International, Modern Pathology, American Journal of Surgical Pathology and
Histopathology. He has also served as ad hoc reviewer for different journals such as
Alimentary Pharmacology and Therapeutics, American Journal of Transplantation,
Annals of Hepatology, American Journal of Clinical Pathology and International
Journal of Surgical Pathology. His additional interests include pediatric solid tumor
and soft tissue pathology.
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Derrick Lian
Dr Derrick Lian completed his basic medical education in the National University of
Singapore. Following his housemanship, Dr Lian trained in Histopathology and was
accepted as a fellow of the Royal College of Pathologists (UK). He then subspecialised
in Paediatric Pathology, having trained and worked in KK Women’s and Children’s
Hospital, before joining the National University Hospital.
Dr Lian is also active in the field of medical education, and is involved in both
undergraduate as well as postgraduate teaching. He has a Masters in Health
Professions Education with distinction, and is especially interested in
interprofessional education to enhance patient care.

Khurshid Merchant
Dr Khurshid is a Histopathologist with an emphasis on Pediatric pathology. She was
trained in India and in Singapore and has a postgraduate degree in Pathology, MD
from India. She pursued residency training in Singapore General Hospital from 2008
to 2013 and received FRCPath degree by the Royal College of Pathologists, UK. She
joined Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, KK Women’s and
Children’s hospital in 2015. She was invited to be core faculty at the KKH Rad Path
Correlation Courses in 2016 and 2019. She was also invited to be a speaker at two
international conferences, in Vietnam and in Sicily in 2019. She has recently been
promoted to the position of Adjunct Assistant Professor at the Duke-NUS Medical
School in 2020. She is actively involved in education of residents with a special
interest in Pediatric Pathology.
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Ann Toh
Senior resident physician, StarPALS, HCA Hospice Care
Adjunct Lecturer, NUS School of Medicine
Ann is a passionate advocate of paediatric palliative and supportive care. She is
grateful for her privilege to serve as a home hospice doctor to children and
adolescents facing serious illness. She currently works in StarPALS, HCA hospice care
with a passionate vibrant multi-disciplinary team with colleagues who continue to
inspire her.
Ann graduated from National University of Singapore (NUS) in 2010 and spent the
initial years of her in KKWCH paediatric medicine subsequently passing her MRCPCH
locally in 2015. She had the privilege to train in a variety of palliative care settings
including, home hospice, inpatient hospice and inpatient consultation services.
Ann enjoys spreading the message and heart of palliative care through education.
She is involved in paediatric palliative care training in the interdisciplinary context
and also teaches undergraduate medical students within the NUS Health & Humanity
Pathway. In her free time, she enjoys writing poetry, engaging in creative art and
spending time with her husband and 7 year old daughter.

Wynn Yi Yi
Graduated from Burma, Wynn worked in HCA Hospice Care, Singapore, from 1994 –
2008. She received palliative care training from her great mentor Dr Rosalie Jean Shaw
while working at community based palliative home care (HCA Hospice Care @Home)
during which she obtained a Diploma in Palliative Medicine from University of Wales
College of Medicine, UK 1997 and had a clinical attachment at Edmonton, Canada in
2007 under HMDP.
From 2008, Wynn has been to dept of Gynaecological Oncology, KK Women’s and
Children’s Hospital, Singapore to provide palliative care for women with Gynaecological
cancers. Currently, she is working in Paediatric Palliative Care Service,
Haematology/Oncology Service, Department of Paediatric subspecialities, KK Women’s
and Children’s Hospital, Singapore - providing palliative care for children who requires
palliative care.

29

WELCOME MESSAGE
Chairman, VIVA Foundation for Children with Cancerc

SJVF 2021 FACULTY

Karen Williams
Clinical manager, Education Coordinator of the Division of Quality of Life and Palliative
Care, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis, TN.
Karen has spent more than 15 years of her 20 years in the medical field caring for
children who are not likely to survive their illness and their families. Her focus in caring
for these precious ones and their families is to make every day the BEST DAY
POSSIBLE!! She has worked very diligently to learn her craft, attaining her advanced
certification in hospice and palliative medicine as well as earning a post graduate
certificate in pediatric bioethics.
Karen has had the opportunity in the stage of her career to focus on teaching others
how to practice the art of palliative medicine. She has taught often in the national and
international setting, with audiences ranging from psychosocial providers to nurses and
physicians. It is her goal to multiply the workforce who is caring for these patients and
their families so we can care for more and more children and their families, and
ultimately no child goes without the compassionate care they need.
Karen currently works at St. Jude in Memphis Tennessee. She earned her
undergraduate degree in nursing at The University of Memphis, followed by her
master’s degree from The University of Alabama at Birmingham. She is supported in
her work by her incredible husband, six children and two beautiful grandchildren.

Liz Sniderman
Liz Sniderman is a Canadian native, where she obtained her Bachelor of Science in
Nursing from the University of British Columbia in 2009. She began her nursing career
in pediatric oncology at Stollery Children’s Hospital in Edmonton, Alberta. Liz received
her Master of Science in Nursing from the University of Pennsylvania in 2015 in the
Acute Care Pediatric Nurse Practitioner – Pediatric Oncology Concentration program.
Prior to joining St. Jude Global, she worked as a nurse practitioner on the Solid Tumor
team at Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital in Chicago. Liz is a member of the
Association of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Nurses and the International Society of
Pediatric Oncology, currently serving as the co-chair of the Pediatric Oncology in
Developing Countries, Nursing Working Group. Liz is an APHON
Chemotherapy/Biotherapy Instructor, and serves as the nursing editor of Oncopedia on
the Cure4Kids platform. In her role as Global Nursing Project Coordinator for the
Department of Global Pediatric Medicine at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Liz is
responsible for helping to design, implement and evaluate global nursing programs,
networks, and initiatives in the Eastern Mediterranean, Asian Pacific, Sub-Saharan
Africa and China regions.
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Kim Lien Nguyen Thi
Kim Lien Nguyen Thi, MSN, RN is currently training staff at Human Resource
Department, Children’s Hospital 2 in Ho Chi Minh City. Kim Lien graduated with her
BSN and MSN from the Medical and Pharmacy of the University of Ho Chi Minh
City. As the Director of Nursing at Children’s Hospital 2 from 1999 – 2019, she
worked closely with pediatric nurses and oncology pediatric nurses. When the
oncology department was established in 2011, Kim Lien directed her efforts to
improve nursing care for pediatric patients focusing on best practices and delivery
of safe care for patients, caregivers and nurses. Kim Lien loves to learn and teach
using her knowledge and expertise to educate nurses in Vietnam about the
specialty of pediatric oncology nursing. Taking an active role in the newly
developed Vietnam Pediatric Oncology Nurses Leadership Group, Kim Lien
continues to collaborate with international nurse experts to implement monthly
educational sessions and other activities in Vietnam.

Aprille Campos Banayat
Assistant Professor of College of Nursing, University of the Philippines Manila;
Nurse Educator of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Ward, UP-Philippine
General Hospital.
Eli is a registered nurse by profession and is currently an Assistant Professor of
the UP College of Nursing and the Nurse Educator of the Pediatric
Hematology/Oncology Ward of UP-Philippine General Hospital. She is involved
in both hospital-based and community-based projects. Her specialty is on
maternal and child health with focus on pediatrics, intensive care, and
childhood cancer care. Her current work is on simulation and innovative
projects towards moving the nursing profession forward, and empowering
communities in handling Covid-19, building mental health programs, and
applying harm reduction.
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Noorida Kairom
Upon graduation from School of Nursing in 1994, ANC Noorida has joined
NUH as a general pediatric nurse. She then pursued her Advance Diploma in
Nursing (Pediatric) in 1999 and graduated a year later, in 2000. Since then,
she has works in a well-equipped 18 bedded rooms (Pediatric Intensive Care
11 beds and High Dependency 7 beds) till current. Her nursing care includes
caring for multidisciplinary pediatric medical and surgical patients including
cardiothoracic surgery, neurosurgical, orthopedic, otolaryngologic, liver and
kidney transplant patients from Singapore and other countries.
ANC Noorida has also completed her Diploma in Counseling in 2009. In 2012,
she was awarded the HMDP award to United Kingdom to attend a programed
in palliative and bereavement. Upon her return, apart from being a PICU nurse,
she also helms the Palliative (ELNEC) and Bereavement nurse position and is
currently active in providing teaching for pediatric nurses in the hospital via
face to face teaching and Zoom session.

Linda Abramovitz
Linda Abramovitz, MSN, RN, CNS, BMTCN, FAAN is an adjunct Associate Clinical
Professor at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) School of Nursing,
Department of Family Health Care Nursing and faculty for UCSF Global Cancer
Program. Linda received her BSN from the University of Rochester and her MSN
from the University of Pennsylvania. Her career as a Pediatric Bone Marrow
Transplant/Oncology Clinical Nurse Specialist has focused on improving care for
pediatric oncology and transplant patients and supporting nurses providing this
specialized care. Raising the standards and the profile of nursing in low and
middle-income countries is an important focus of her practice. Linda is a fellow
in the American Academy of Nursing. She is a member of the Association of
Pediatric Hematology/Oncology and currently serves on the Global Outreach
Committee. Linda passionately advocates for nurses globally via her work with
the International Society of Pediatric Oncology (SIOP) including the
development and promotion of the Baseline Standards for Pediatric Oncology
Nursing Care. She has supported the development of educational programs in
Vietnam, Tanzania, India and Ethiopia. Linda currently serves on the executive
board of Southeast Asia Pediatric Hematology/Oncology (SEAPHO).
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Laura Tan
Ms. Laura Tan works at the VIVA-University Children’s Cancer at the
National University Hospital as the Global Outreach Senior Nursing Lecturer
where she focuses on expanding Nursing training to nurses in the Asia
Pacific Region. Helping the nurses in the region to achieve their vision of
how Paediatric Oncology Nursing can help transform the lives of children
diagnosed with childhood cancer.
She also works with St. Jude’s Children &amp; Research Hospital, The
Kandang Kerbau Women’s and Children Hospital and VIVA to establish the
St Jude VIVA Asia Pacific Nursing Institute, focusing on planning and training
regional nurses to enhance and provide quality nursing care for all
diagnosed with childhood cancers. She supports and guide regional nurses
in providing Patient &amp; Family Education to ensure a continuity of care
whilst patients are nursed by care-giver at home.

Dr Sally Blair
Sally Blair has a Medical Degree (MBBS) and Masters of Public Health (MPH)
from the University of Sydney. Sally was training at The Children’s Hospital
at Westmead, NSW, Australia prior to moving to Singapore in 2007. Since
then, she has been actively involved in projects and programs involving
children with cancer, such as the St Jude-VIVA Forum, at a local, regional
and international level.

Artchie Bediones Labado
Unit Manager
Isolation Unit
Children's Cancer Instituition
Southern Philliphines Medical Center
Philippines

33

WELCOME MESSAGE
Chairman, VIVA Foundation for Children with Cancerc

SJVF 2021 FACULTY

Katherene Batuhan
Artchie Bediones Labado
Unit Manager
UnitDependency
Manager Unit
High
Isolation Unit
Children's Cancer Instituition
Children's Cancer Instituition
Southern Philliphines Medical Center
Southern Philliphines Medical Cancer
Philippines
Philippines

Shierlene Marie C. Tungol, RN
Nurse Manager and Nurse Educator
Pediatric Hematology-Oncology Unit
UP-Philippine General Hospital
Philippines

Ms Yvonne Lim
Nurse Clinician, KK Women's and Children's Hospital
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Ms Lim Yan Yin
Nurse Clinician, KK Women's and Children's Hospital

Ms Tarvender Kaur
Senior Nurse Manager, KK Women's and Children's Hospital

We would also like to thank these people for their contribution during the webinars:
Noorleeyahti Binte R
Katherine Leong
Derek Yau
Michaela Seng
Syaza Ab-Rahman
Wilson Chan
Shao Yan Hu
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